
Climate Science and the Changing Nature of Uncertainty 

University of East Anglia, Norwich Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th May 2012 
 

 

 

A Meeting of the DFG Network “Atmosphere & Algorithms”  

A Scientific Network funded by the DFG German Research Community (2010-2012)1 

 

Wednesday 2 May 2012 - Arrival in Norwich/UEA. Accommodation on the UEA 
Campus in Broadview building. 

 

7.00-10.00pm  - Whiskey tasting session at the Rumsey Wells pub in Norwich City Centre.  The evening is 

run by a local expert who will introduce some of his recent finds in the world of rare distilled beverages, 

which we will of course be able to sample. The evening also includes some local meats and cheeses.  It runs 

from around 7-10pm.  Good food can be bought at the pub beforehand, as the snacks on offer during the 

tasting don’t quite make for a whole meal.  The event costs £16 each, so around 20 euros.  Contact Martin 

Mahony if you would like to sign up. 

 

Thursday 3 May 2012  - (Town Close Room, UEA Sportspark) 
 

Invited ‘closed’ session 
 

9.30-11.00 am 

Professor Keith Briffa, UEA/CRU 

 Dendrochronology and uncertainty management 

Professor Arthur Petersen, PBL (and Lenny Smith, LSE/Oxford) 

 On the role of the relevant dominant uncertainty in science and in science-based policy 
  

11.00am-11.30pm Coffee break 

 

11.30am-12.15pm 

 

Professor Suraje Dessai, University of Leeds 

 Managing uncertainties in the production of UK national climate scenarios 

                                                           
1
  See Appendix for brief description of this network activity 



Lunch, 12.15 – 1.30pm 
 

1.30-5.00 pm 

Group discussion pertaining to DFG Network book publication, including break-out sessions for 

thematic sub-groups 

 

5.30 pm Keynote Public Lecture (SCI 0.31 lecture theatre, Environmental Sciences Building)  

Climate Science and the Changing Nature of Uncertainty 

Professor Dave Frame (Climate Change Research Institute, Victoria University of Wellington, NZ) 

 

7.30pm   Evening meal at The Last Wine Bar, 76 St.George’s Street, Norwich 

http://www.lastwinebar.co.uk/ 

 

Friday 4 May 2012 – (Town Close Room, UEA Sportspark) 
 

‘Open’ Workshop 

9.30-11.00 

Professor Corinne Le Queré (UEA) 

 Carbon cycle observations, modelling and uncertainties 

Professor Thomas Ludwig (University of Hamburg) 

 Computer hardware and modelling uncertainties 

 

11.00-11.30 Coffee break 

 

11.30-1.30pm 

Dr. Johann Feichter (Max Planck Institute) 

 Geoengineering and atmospheric modelling  

Dr. Andy Jarvis (Lancaster University) 

 Modelling feedbacks and making decisions 

Final discussion 

Lunch, 1.30-2.30pm 

Departure 

http://www.lastwinebar.co.uk/


The DFG Network “Atmosphere & Algorithms”  

http://www.geisteswissenschaften.fu-berlin.de/en/v/atmosphere-algorithms/ 

Scientific Network funded by the DFG German Research Community (2010-2012) 

 

The DFG Scientific Network “Atmosphere & Algorithms“ brings together researchers from history 
and philosophy of atmospheric science with researchers from atmospheric science. Since 
forecasting algorithms have increasingly gained ground in meteorology in the 1950s and since the 
Charney Report posed the question of climate sensitivity in 1979, modelling has paved the way of 
meteorology to climate change science and policy. The goal of the network is to discuss the ongoing 
developments in atmospheric science (weather and climate science) due to the use of computers 
and algorithms and to link them with historical developments. It aims to support scientific exchange 
of ideas as well as conjoint publications and research activities amongst the participants. 

The network is organized by four meetings between 2010 and 2012 as well as a by the mailing list 
AtmoAlgo. 

 1st meeting, 16.-17.12.2010, on “Politics of Scale” at the RCC Rachel Carson Center Munich 
(hosted by Helmuth Trischler)  

 2nd meeting, 12.-13.05.2011, on “Visualizing Climate” at the University of Potsdam (hosted 
by Birgit Schneider)  

 3rd meeting, October 2011, on “Measurement and Simulation” at the IPA Institut fuer 
Physik der Atmosphaere Oberpfaffenhofen-Munich (hosted by Hans Volkert)  

 4th meeting, spring 2012, on “Atmosphere & Algorithms” at the School of Environmental 
Sciences, University of East Anglia, Norwich (hosted by Mike Hulme, Catharina Landstrom 
and Martin Mahony)  

 5th meeting, autumn 2012, on “Parameterization” at the CNRS-Centre A. Koyré Paris 
(hosted by Helene Guillemot)  

 AtmoAlgo mailing list hosted by the DKRZ German Climate Computing Center Hamburg.  

The network aims to be open to interested researchers and phd students from history and 
philosophy of atmospheric science. Therefore each meeting includes a public workshop, which can 
be attended by interested researchers to get in contact with the network participants and projects. 
In case of interest please contact the conveners. 

 

 

 

http://www.geisteswissenschaften.fu-berlin.de/en/v/atmosphere-algorithms/
http://www.geisteswissenschaften.fu-berlin.de/en/v/atmosphere-algorithms/contact/index.html

